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The Role of Loans Implemented By The ACAD Foundation In
Cooperation With The Arab Rehabilitation Association Achieve
Economic Empowerment For Persons With Disabilities During The
Period 2018-2020 From The Viewpoint Of Borrowers

Prepared by : Sana Yousif Mohammed Al Qarnah
Supervisor :Dr.Rabee’ Owais

Abstract

This study aimed to identify the role of loans implemented by the ACAD Foundation in
cooperation with the Arab Rehabilitation Association achieve economic empowerment for
persons with disabilities during the period 2018-2020 from the viewpoint of borrowers and
the study community represented the groups that received loans from the ACAD lending
institution in Bethlehem Governorate during the period from 2018 to 2020, the number is
60 beneficiaries .

The researcher used the descriptive approach through studying the subject of the study by
describing the phenomenon, explaining its elements and the factors which affects on the
study. In addition to that, this study is based on the interview by considering the point of
view of microfinance institutions, a group of lending specialists, and the questionnaire tool
to get to know the point of view of the beneficiary groups with disabilities about the role of
ACAD in economic empowerment.

The researcher distributed his questionnaire to the social sample to reach the goals of the
study, so that the results will be analyzed using statistical analysis programs (SPSS), in
addition to literature review and relevant reports, also there has been consultation of the
human resources of Acad foundation.Information has been collected through interviewing
with Acad director and the staff of the Arab Society of Rehabilitation.Observation has been
used through field visits to the targeted groups of borrowers.

The results of the study have shown that the loans obtained by the respondents with
disabilities from the ACAD Foundation in conjunction with the Arab Association have several
positive impacts consisting of providing cash, developing the operational and financial
capital of the project and developing administrative financial skills and making decisions.

As On one hand the study has shown positive impacts, on the other hand the study has
shown negative ones which consisting of the high interest rate, the inadequate grace period,
and the limited availability of training opportunities for borrowers with disabilities in
managing their projects.These are among the most important difficulties and problems that
hinder the success of loans provided by the lending institution "ACAD" in cooperation with
the Arab Rehabilitation Association to enable the most vulnerable groups and economically
targeted group.



The results have shown that there are statistically significant differences at the level of a <
0.05 in the role of loans provided by the ACAD Foundation in cooperation with the Arab
Rehabilitation Association in achieving economic empowerment for persons with disabilities
from the point of view of the disabled in Bethlehem Governorate attributable to the gender
variable and the differences in favor of males were higher than Female.

And the presence of statistically significant differences at the level a < 0.05 in the role of
loans provided by the ACAD Foundation in cooperation with the Arab Rehabilitation
Association in achieving economic empowerment for persons with disabilities from the point
of view of the disabled in the Bethlehem Governorate attributable to the variable of degree
of disability, in favor of the average disability.

The results have also shown that there were no statistically significant differences at the
level of a < 0.05 in the role of loans provided by ACAD in cooperation with the Arab
Rehabilitation Association in achieving economic empowerment for persons with disabilities
from the point of view of the handicapped in the Bethlehem Governorate due to the
variable of age, place of residence, educational attainment, type of disability and income
level.

The study has presented a set of recommendations.First the most prominent of which was
the necessity for ACAD foundation to provide very small loans to train borrowers with
disabilities on how to deal with their businesses. Second increasing the volume of loans and
determine their value relatively to the venture capital and link them to the economic
viability provided by borrower.Third reducing benefits of loans, in case the institution is not
able to take this step, it must take other procedures such as to set plans and processes in
order to assist borrowers with disabilities, for example plans that extends the grace period
for longest possible time until the project reaches the stage of stability.
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