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The Role of The Economic Empowerment Program* DEEP” in Controlling
Poverty in The West Bank

Prepared by: Falah Ahmad Zaki Jallad

Supervisor: Dr: Ahmad Abu Dayeh

Abstract

Poverty is considered one of the greatest challenges facing many countries around the world;
resulting into an increasing interest to study this phenomenon and limit its negative economical,
social and even political effects. Palestine suffers from the circulation of poverty and the
increasing poor numbers; therefore, an economical empowerment program has been asserted to
serve many poor families. This program provides poor families with grants and charitable loans
that help them to grow out the dilemma of need, poverty, charity and aids.

The aim of this study is to shed light on the role of the Palestinian economic empowerment
program of helping the poor and limiting poverty. The sample included all the benefited
families from this program who have reached the second phase and are registered at the Ministry
of Social Development. The questionnaire was distributed among a random, social group
including (111) benefiters.

The scholar used in this study a descriptive, analytic methodology. The data has been collected
and analyzed through a designed questioner aimed at a group of poor families. Hence, this
questionnaire was used due to its suitability for the study’s objectives. Add to that, SPSS
Statistics software was used to analyze the data and examine some theories to reach the aimed
results. A reviewed literature was also used to benefit from its methods and criteria concerning
the subject matter.

The study result showed that the economic empowerment program (DEEP) has contributed into
increasing the benefited families’ incomes as well as decreasing their need for aids and grants,
in addition to increasing its ability to meet its monthly Commitments. Add to that, the study has
showed that the program has many positive effects including, the improvement of these
families’ health care level and providing them with their educational needs. On the one hand,
its outcome has helped through opening opportunities for some other contributing families in
the social activities.

The study concluded that the economic empowerment program has other positive effects such
as, developing the benefited families’ skills and raising their capabilities to make use of the
available resources.



The study results showed that there are some obstacles and difficulties facing this program
including, the insufficient funding amount, the high operative expenses, the Israeli occupation
and its restrictions, and some marketing difficulties.
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