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Mechanisms of Human Rights Protection at International and Regional
Levels

Prepared by: Irada Bassam Abed Alkhaleel

Supervisor: Dr. Najah Dugmaq

Abstract

The current study aims at examining the contractual and non-contractual mechanisms
of protecting human rights at the international level in terms of analyzing legal texts and
examining the mechanisms of accountability for violating Palestinian human rights.

The problem statement of the study lies in the following main question: Have human
rights protection mechanisms contributed to reducing gross human rights violations at the
international level?

The study used the descriptive analytical approach through dividing the study into
two chapters: The first chapter examines the nature of human rights protection, which is
devoted to clarifying the concept of human rights protection and the role of the United
Nations in protecting human rights. The second chapter deals with the mechanisms for
protecting human rights at the international level; it traces development of mechanisms of
protecting human rights in international agreements.

The study concluded with a set of results, most notably: (1) There are effective
international mechanisms to protect human rights, but they are incapable of holding
perpetrators of serious crimes against the Palestinian people. (2) Strengthening mechanisms
of international justice to hold perpetrators of serious crimes accountable means reducing
the impunity of criminals.

In light of these findings, the study recommends in taking into account neutrality
when implementing human rights mechanisms, as what we witness today when
implementing human rights mechanisms is clearly bias to one group at the expense of
another. Also, it is important for the institutions and agencies of the United Nations and the
League of Arab States not to just be satisfied with condemning the crimes committed against
the Palestinian people; they must take a decisive and strong stance towards working to
implement mechanisms for protecting human rights to achieve international justice in

holding accountable and prosecuting perpetrators of international crimes.
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