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Trends of women towards the Palestinian labor law and its relationship

to the participation of Palestinian women in the labor market.

Prepared By: Sereen Rafiq AL-hammouri

Supervisor: Dr. Fadwa Labadi

Abstract

The current study aimed to carry out the trends of working women towards the Palestinian
labor law and its relationship to the participation of Palestinian women in the Palestinian
labor market, and to verify the effectiveness of the rules concerning the Organization of
women's work, and its role of motivating women to participate in the labor market. It also,
examine how well employers application of laws concerning the Organization of the work
of women participating in the labor market, and to monitor the shortcomings and
weaknesses of the law from the perspective of women.

The researcher has addressed this subject in the light of the great importance given to
issues concerning the rights of working women and their participation in the development
process and productivity, and high rates of unemployment among women in Palestine,
which was estimated by 32.9% in 2013.

To answer the research questions and hypothesizes ,the researcher developed a
questionnaire consisted of two main sections: the first section is a General information
includes the variable: age, marital status, number of children, place of residence, education,
workplace, work field, experience, monthly income, and women's knowledge of labor law.
The second section is measuring the impact of labor legislation on Palestinian women's
participations in the labor market, this section includes (60) paragraph, divided into four
themes as followings: (16) paragraphs, on the impact of labor law the participation of
women in the labor market, The Second theme is the employers' commitment in applying
the Labor Law and the legal provision that talk about the women's work. This theme is
consisted of (19) paragraphs. The Third theme address the shortcomings of the Labor Law
and the obstacles that hinder women's participation. This theme is consisted of (14)
paragraphs. The Forth and last theme address the ways to strengthen women's participation
in the labor market. This theme is consisted of (11) paragraphs.



The study was conducted on female workers in the service sector in Hebron District. The
Services Sector has the highest percentage of female workers in the district which was
estimated by 50.5%. The researcher chose a stratified random sample amounted to 300
women in this particular sector to examine in this research. Moreover, After collecting the
data, the data was processed statistically using statistical packages. Six employers and
specialized people (three women and three men) who are representatives from the Labor
office, unions, and human rights organizations in Hebron were interviewed in order to
ensure the effectiveness of implementing the laws, and their impact on women's
participation in economic life.

The study summarizes the following results, including: the impacts of Palestinian Labor
Law at the level of women's participation in the labor market as there is no commitment by
the employers to apply the Law in the women's working places. There are some gaps in the
provisions of the labor code, which negatively affected the women's participation in the
labor market. For example, excepting the house services, the family members of the
employer, maternity break, the absence of a contract written by the employer, and the lack
of supervision and inspection on women's working places.

The study came up with a set of recommendations for updating the Labor Law,
strengthening and promoting the women's participation in the labor market through
establishing labor courts to adjudicate disputes. Also, the study recommends regular
supervision and inspection on the women's working places, increasing the number of
inspectors in the labor offices across the West Bank, as well as, adding an item to restrict
with the minimum wages, and imposing sanctions on the employers in case they violate the
employees' rights. The study came up with some recommendation for the organizations
that work in the women field as the following, applying the provisions that Labor Law,
particularly applying the VII section of the Palestinian Labor Law, and providing nurseries
and kindergartens in location where more than four women work on, providing
transportations from and to the working places which are far away, the need for the
organizations that work in the women fields to suspend the provisions of women
employment, and submitting a list of laws, and regulations for women since the beginning

of their work.
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