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Abstract

This study addresses the profound changes in the state of the Palestinian
Prisoners’ Movement after Oslo Accords. It aims at comparing the
mechanisms and techniques which the Prisoners’ Movement adopted in its
early years with those during the Oslo era. The study also strives for exploring
the effects of Oslo era on the unity and achievements of the Prisoners’
Movement.

This study is limited to the period after signing Oslo Accords¢ from 1993 up
to 2012. The study used the Israeli central prisons as a dependent variable; the
human boundaries were limited to the Palestinian prisoners in the Israeli
prisons.

The most significant justifications for the study included the organized attack
which was carried out by the Israeli Prisons Authority against the Palestinian
prisoners including taking away their rights and historical achievement¢ the
effects of the Palestinian political split between the PLO and the Islamic
movements on the prisoners inside the Israeli prisons¢ and the spread of
several social and moral diseases such as corruption¢ favoritism¢ cliquishnesss
nepotism and lack of order.

The researcher used the qualitative approach as it was considered the most
appropriate approach for this study. He relied on previous studies¢ literature
of the Prisoners’ Movement¢ and the personal interviews as the basic tool for
the study hypothesis. He conducted 18 individual interviews with Palestinian
ex-prisoners who played key roles in prison activities in different political
parties. Most of them spent years in prisons before and after Oslo era; some of
them even occupied high status in the Palestinian National Authority or
continued political work in their parties after their release.

The study concluded that the Prisoners’ Movement encountered a real crisis
due to lack of motivation for struggle as a result of the political split among
the key leaders of the major parties¢ prisoners’ frustration of possibility of
their return to normal life¢ lack of sensible planning by political parties to
regain the prisoners’ achievements which were marginalized by Israeli
authorities¢ the weak adherence to prisoners’ established traditions¢ and

]



understating the importance of the prisoners’ experiences and techniques in
endurance and evolution.

Furthermore« the study recommended and called for reformation of the
Prisoners’ Movement on the basis of new foundations by achieving
reconciliation between the PLO and the Islamic movements¢ sustaining
contradiction with the Israeli Prisons Authorities¢ refusal of the attitudes and
actions of the party leaders or the PNA¢ the adoption of the unanimous
attitudes of prisoners’ leaders¢ and benefiting from the latest prisoners’
strikes.

The study also recommended conducting more studies and research about the
Oslo era in terms of its effects on the prisoners and their families¢< on the
methods and principles of the national actions in prisoners¢ and on the
organizational activities of the resistance parties in prisons.
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