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The International Activisn of Fateh Youth Movement as Part of the
Palestinian Public Diplomacy (2006-2016)

Thesis prepared by: Hasan O. H. Faraj
Supervisor: Abdel Rahman Haj Ibrahim, PHD

Abstract

This thesis aims at highlighting the role of Palestinian youth in Palestinian public
diplomacy by focusing on Fatah Youth Movement as a model for analysis and study. The
researcher adopts both the historical methods to examine this role during the period of
2006-2017

The study is divided into five chapters. The first chapter discusses the general framework
of the study, as it reviews its objectives and the most prominent questions that are seeking
scientific answers. In addition, it also discuss the hypotheses, methodology, restrictions, as
well as the structure of the study .

Chapter Two explores the Theorotical framework of the study by reviewing its basic
concepts, such as Diplomacy, Public Diplomacy, International Relations and Civil Society.
It also reviews the history and the emergence of Fatah Youth Movement, going through the
most influential events in its establishment and work .

Subsequently, the third and fourth chapters of the study review the role of the Palestinian
youth in Public Diplomacy throughout history by looking upon the experience of the
General Union of Palestinian Students (GUPS) in this area, and the experience of FYM
after that. The researcher starts from the beginnings of FYM international work including
its work in the regional and international organizations that FYM is enrolled to. The two
chapters tackle the bilateral relations of FYM within these organizations, and the most
relative resolutions presented by FYM and adopted at international level. Finally FYM
International Activitsm Strategy is also covered here, by explaining its tools and its
positions on various international and regional issues.

Chapter Five concludes the study by assessing and testing the results of the study's
hypotheses.

The study led to a number of conclusions and recommendations; The most important of
which is that FYM contributed to the Palestinian public diplomacy within social
democratic youth political parties, and labor bodies. However, it only had a very limited
role when it comes to liberal and conservative organizations. This is due to the Fateh
Youth Movement’s inheritance of the social Democratic ideology from its mother party,
the Palestinian National Libertaion Organization (Fateh). It is apparent that FYM’s
International policy, and its general activities in the field of Public Diplomacy have
complemented of the mother party Fateh. Nevertheless, FYM was in some specific cases
the steering wheel that asked its mother party to take lead positions, such as the position of
withdrawing PLO’s recognition of the State of Isracl. FYM also paid more attention than



its mother parties to contributing and addressing global social and democratic issues such
as democracy, Gender equality, and disarmament.

Concerning FYM relations with other Political party, the study shows that FYM is still
challenging to expand its relations with their Arabic counterparts beyond some limited
Arab Social Democratic parties that were established after the 2011 Arab spring uprisings.
However some of these parties have a very rare presence to affect the public opinion in
their countries in present day. It is also worth mentioning that FYM International presence
did not only bind to reactions to political issues, but was the pioneers, in organizing a
number of international events.

The study also presents a number of recommendations, most notably the need for FYM to
open up to the youth parties from different intellectual orientations, as it is still a youth
branch of a national liberation mother party. Moreover, more strengthened coordination
and cooperation is crucial between Fatah Youth Movement, the Palestinian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, the embassies of the State of Palestine abroad, as well as “Fatah
Commission for International Relations, Arab Relations and China”. This is vital in order
to coordinate positions and invest various Palestinian expertise and knowledge within this
sphere. A final recommendation of this study addresses the Fateh Commission for
international relations, and recommends it to take in a number of FYM members who are
active in the international issue, to lead senior positions at the mother party.
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BLAIR CANNOT BE TRUSTED ANYMORE

Y

Fateh Youth Movement (=

"alestine

The moment of truth has come. Palestine stood in the United Nations calling upon the world to respect their commitments under
international law, including the recognition of the State of Palestine and its admission to the United Nations.

The message was clear, popular, democratic and reprasentative. Very few voices stood against it, mainly Zionists and their few friends.
ome of them is the Quartet envoy Tony Blair who intensively lobbied against international recognition to the State of Palestine and
against its admission to the United Mations, including depriving Palesting of its right to access intermational justice.

This, was just the last of several actions taken by Mr. Blair that prejudice Palestinian national, inalienable, human and sacred rights.
mr. Blair has been a complictt of the illegal Israeli blockade against the Gaza Strip; he has been an active part of the campaign to free a
captured 1sraeli soldier while he has remained silent regarding the fate of thousands of Palestinian civilians hijacked by the occupation
forces; he has been a useless envoy that did not raise his voices when Palestinian families were being evicted from their homes a few
meters away from his offices in Sheikh Jarrah; Kr. Blair has become an active part of the Israeli communications campaign, assuming
the role of an 1sraeli diplomat.

Bacause of the above mentioned reasons and many others, we, the Political youth movements in Palestine, believe that he cannot be
considered a meutral mediator. He is not part of the solution but of the problem. Our moment of truth, the “Palestinian spring™ has
come and we refuse to recognize the role of people like nMr. Blair.

Mr. Blair has done everything possible not to anger the 1sraeli occupation while silencing international opposition to israeli Apartheid
policies. Our people, after 63 years of ongoing Nakba (catastrophe], deserves to live in freedomn and to have all our rights honored.
What Mr. Blair has been doing is a personal business based on “conflick management” rather than “conflict resolution.”

we, the youth of Palestine, declare Mr. Blair persona non grata for being an integral part of the 1sraeli apartheid policies.

we call upon our leadership to ask for the replacement of pr. Blair as the Ouartet envoy. Thus we call upon owr l2aders not to
recognize Mr. Blair as anything else than what he is: An tsraeli diplomat.

Wwe call upon our comrades and friends in the United Kingdom to continue their mobilizations for the freedom of Palestine and the rest
of our inalienable rights. Declaring Mr. Blair parsona non grata is not an attack on the people of the United Kingdom but a defense of
owr inalienable rights.

we call upon Mr. Blair to show a bit of dignity, if possible, and to declare his failure as Quartet envoy and resign to his post, for the
sake of the future generations of Palestine that deserve to live in freedom and peace.

Fateh Youth Movement

Palestine

Occupied Jerusalem, October 5, 2011,
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Willy Brandt Center Jem=alem
W v willybrandteenter arg
infoi@iwillyirandtcenter org
Dinkelaker

willy hraﬁd[center 50 Beriils
jerusalem 91012 Jerusalem
Tel. +872 ()2 6732171
Fax +972 ()2 6735639

Jerusalem and Berlin, 15th of October 2013
Invitation to Annual Conference

Dear Madam and Sir,

On behalf of the German Young Social Democrats and the Willy Brandt Center Jerusalem we invite you with pleasure
to the Willy Brandt Center's Annual Conference on November 1 & 2 in Jerusalem. The Conference will deal this year
on the one hand with 150 Years of Social Democracy. On the other hand we will have workshops, lectures and panels
on the topic "Economic Interests and the Conflict”.

On November 1*, there will be a reception at the Willy Brandt Center in Al Thouri (Abu Tor), Jerusalem, starting at
4-30 pm. The lectures, workshops and panels will take place on November 2™ at the Ecumenical Institute in Tantur
between Jerusalem and Bethlehem starting at 9 am.

The Conference will be attended by high-ranking politicians from Israel, Germany and Palestine including several

members of Parliament in the respective countries.

If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Best Regards,
Christoph Dinkelaker

Head of the Willy Brandt Center Jerusalem (052 8421983)

C RL—

125



B e S e (ST Gl Al dlatill Gl i Al (5) gale
2013-3-30 gyt 4505

'il“'
Fateh Youth Movement Aggladial A L AS o

Malestine

Letter to German Socialist Youth.
From Fath youth movement Palestine
Occupied Jerusalem 30-3-2013

It is with profound disappointment that we have decided to address you through this letter in order to present some points
that we would like to further discuss with you in order to evaluate our future bilateral relations.

The hostile attitude of your organization towards our delegation to the (international workers meeting in Dortmund is not
justifiable. You tried to prevent us from presenting our position, including pictures of the reality in the Occupied State of
Palestine.

Upon the PLO’s unequivocal recognition of the State of Israel over two decades ago, our organization has been fully
committed to the two-state solution on the 1967 border. Since then, all our campaigns have been based on ending the
Israeli occupation, honor the rights of Palestinian refugees and held Israel accountable for its systematic violations to
international law. Hence it is completely unjustified your hostile attitude against our action and your constant lobbying at
IUSY against our initiatives in order to end Israel’s impunity.

While you have been trying to promote normalization between a people under occupation and its nuclear occupying power,
we have continued to suffer the consequences of living under occupation. While you have effectively tried to represent
Labor Party positions within IUSY we had suffered the consequences of Labor ministers approving settlement expansion and
the killing of our people as well as the prospects for peace. Your attitude has encouraged Young Labor to remain silent,
complicit to the what Israel is doing. At the same time, it has taken away any incentive for Meretz to take stronger acts
within the international level in order to end Israel’s occupation.

Unfortunately attitudes like yours explain why Israel has been able to enjoy an unprecedented culture of impunity, violating
UN resolutions and the human as well as national rights of the people of Palestine.

After what happened in Germany, we have to seriously think our relations with your movement. In particular, and as a first
step, we would like to discuss with you once you arrive to Palestine our decision regarding our participation at the Willy
Brandt Center. 15 years after it's inauguration we have taken a decision that should be presented once you arrive to our
country.

During the month of June Fateh Youth will have its congress, where we are going to review with our members our
international relations. A report over what happened in Germany will be presented for discussion.

After almost two decades of bilateral relation, we can finally declare what many of our members have said before: That you
have not played the role of an honest broker, but rather has decided to completely side with the Israeli side in order to
prevent any condemnation or more proactive work from IUSY towards ending Israel’s occupation of our country. We refuse
to continue paying the price for a crime we didn't commit.

We expect to be able to go into more details once we can sit in Palestine.
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GEMEINSAM VERANDERN
Jus

In der SPD

To our partner organization

Shabibe Fatah
Berlin, June 5" 2013
Statement on the Arrests of our Comrades of Fatah Youth

On Thursday, May 30, 20 activists of Fatah Youth were arrested by the Isracli authorities in
Jerusalem. Jusos highly welcome the release of our friend Mohammad Matar ~ the sccretary
general of Fatah Youth = which took place in the meantime. However we also call for the
releasc of the other imprisoned activists who engaged in non-violent resistance against the

occupation of the State of Palestine.

As stated in the latest [TUSY-resolution *Our Vision for Peace and Justice in Isracl and

Palestine”, which was passed at the recent IUSY World Council, Jusos reaffirm:

"TUSY supports diplomatic means as well as popular non-vislent resistance as major ways to end the

conflict and to reach a final status agreement. We condemn any use of violence.”

By this we explicitly also mean violence under the cloak of police or military persecution of

non-violent protesters.

Jusos will continue to support the struggle of Fatah Youth and our progressive comrades in
Isracl for a peaccful and lasting two-state solution which provides peace and prosperity to a free

State of Palestine as well as for the State of Isracl.

Jusos i der SPD
Willy-Brandr-Haus, Wilhelmserale 140, 1093 Bedin, Foo «29(0530.25 991 366, Fax «49(0)30.25 991 215
E-Mail juscai®spelde, www. jusce.de
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Jusos in der SPD
Willy-Brandt-Haus

Jusos in der SPD | Wilhelmstr. 141 | 10963 Berlin

To: WilhelmstraBe 140
- Hassan Faraj, Leader of Fatah Shabibe 10963 Berlin
- Leadership of Fatah Shabibe jusos@spd.de

Fon +49(0)30 / 25991366
Fax +49(0)30 / 25991415
Berlin, 07.06.2017

Dear comrades,

in the last days, our representative in the Willy Brandt Center Judith Hoffkes, has
informed us, that there has been frustration about one resolution regarding the
BDS-movement, which has been approved by the SPD-branch in Berlin. This
resolution has been approved by one branch of SPD and has not been forwarded
to any other level of SPD. The resolution does therefore not reflect the position
of either Jusos or SPD on national level.

We can assure you, that the leadership of Jusos and SPD has very strong
interest in further cooperation with Fatah Party and Fatah Shabibe. As you will
have seen in the last months, the leadership of our party is strongly committed
to the Palestinian cause. The foreign minister of the Federal republic of Germany
and former chairman of SPD, Sigmar Gabriel, visited the Willy Brandt Center and
met with people from the Palestinian civil society. On the Israeli side he met with
Breaking the Silence and BTselem, provoking a diplomatic scandal with the
Prime Minister of Israel.

Also the President of the Federal Republic of Germany and former foreign
Minister for SPD Frank-Walter Steinmeier visited the tomb of Jassir Arafat, as
first president ever in history.

These are the strong signs coming from the SPD and Jusos we should talk
about. There is strong commitment towards a two-state solution and
cooperation and dialogue. These are the results of our work within the Willy
Brandt Center, which is strongly supported by the party leadership of SPD

We also want to congratulate you on the successful campaign concerning the
hunger strike of the Palestinian prisoners. During the upcoming leadership-
delegations we would be grateful to learn more about the situation of Palestinian
prisoners in Israeli prisons.

In solidarity

L ——
JofT: Léérmann

President of Jusos Germany
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Fateh Youth Movement [ ]

Palestine

o) Aol At AS

Occupied Jerusalem 22-11-2013

Stop the Apartheid in Palestine

After several hours of interrogation, a delegation from our partners in the Swedish Social Democratic Party, SSU and SSF
where denied entrance through the Israeli airport because they were seen as a security risk, again and again, Israel insists
to show its true face "apartheid state".

Fatah Youth Movement condemns strongly that Israeli Apartheid decision and emphasizes the following

1-  This Israeli racist decision and this policy of the Israeli Occupation against the supporters of freedom and justice -
which reminds us of the policies of the apartheid regime in South Africa- is 3 very important indicator that Israel
decide apartheid over peace, and unilateral measures over dialogue, it's also telltale that Israel still pose a threat
to human rights, and stability in the region. Israel as all the apartheid systems in the history afraid from the voice
of the people, and try to prevent all of freedom and justice supporters to see the facts in their eyes.

2- 2- Fateh Youth Movement proudly Announces awarded the liberty and justice prize for 2013 to our comrades in
SSU for their moral and principled support to the Palestinians right in the freedom , justice, and the right of our
people in the self determination.

3- Fateh Yoth call upon all our partners in all over the world to increase their efforts in order to reach 3 justand
lasting peace, which will never be achieved without taking real actions including boycotting the Israeli
occupation, and putting more pressure on their governments in order to take actions against the Israeli violation
of human rights, therefore we call all of our international partners to send condemn letters to the Israeli
occupation embassies in all over the world, - this time were SSU next time you could be the victim of the Israeli
apartheid- .

4-  We reaffirm our conviction that what happened today with our comrades in SSU and social democrat party will
make us more determine to continue our struggle hand in hand with our international brothers and sisters in all
over the world towards world free of occupation and injustice. And for sure that policies will strength our
partnership with our sister organization SSU.

FYM
Palestine
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Fateh Youth Movement [

Palestine Cndatd

2-2-2014

We, The Fatah Youth, want to with this letter show our support for Evin Incir’s candidacy for
Secretary General of IUSY. The reasons behind our support letter are many, but could be
summarized with, due to organizational and political reasons.

On an organization level we are convinced that she will do an excellent work as Secretary General
due to her experience from both as project manager in the secretariat and her position as vice
president. During her time as Vice President she has been one of the presidium members that we
have had close contact with regarding issues related to IUSY. We have also observed that many
other organisations have the same experience when being in contact with her. Regardless of issue
it has always been possible to get in contact with Evin to get the support needed to be able to
take part in the IUSY work in an efficient way.

On a political level Evin has shown that she truly believe in values as international solidarity,
democracy and social justice. These values are important for us as who daily face occupation and
oppression. To not compromise on our common values are fundamental for us in IUSY and young
Social Democrats to lead the struggle for all people’s freedom all around the world.

On behalf of Fatah Youth Movement

Hassan Faraj, Secretary General
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PB 8863, Youngstorget,
0028 Oslo, Norway

P: +47 22396140

F: +47 21555592
auf@auf.no, www.auf.no

To: HussamShaheen, Fateh
From: Ida Spjelkavik, AUF
12" October 2011

DearestHussam,

Your words meant everything to us in a hard time. Many AUF members
have read your letter, and where very touched and moved by your
message. At our summer camp at Utgya, we never imagined anything
could ever happen. The day before the tragedy we had a big debate for
all the summer camp participants discussing Palestine. Our foreign
minister Jonas GahrStgre, members of Norwegian Peoples Aid, and
journalists where attending. The AUF members where so engaged and
involved; we didn’t have time for all the questions. The members asked
about the wall, the refuges, the political prisoners, the check points, the
settlers, the daily valuations of human rights. And they showed solidarity
with all comrades in Palestine, sending you special greetings. The next
day we were attacked by the right wing extremist, and many of those
engaged and idealistic comrades where brutally stolen from us. They
were our most beautiful roses, they were our best friend. We will never
forget what they were fighting for and what they values were. AUF will
therefor still keep working for an open and just society, for a democratic
and world with opportunities for all. Fateh and AUF have a strong and
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real relationship, and AUF will forever remember the Palestinian
struggle. We have your picture on the wall in the AUF Office, as well as
the Palestinian flag, and we think about you every day. Yes, Hussam, we
will soon see you under the sky of freedom. In always solidarity friend!
On behalf of AUF, International Secretary in AUF, Ida Spjelkavik

Utgya

AUF NEC 2011
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Palestine

“After 44 years of occupation, Israel has chosen Apartheid”

Occupied Jerusalem 5-6-2011

Fatah Youth Movement declared that “after 44 years of occupation, it is clear that
Israel has chosen occupation and Apartheid over peace. With over 500.000 settlers
and a discriminatory system against Palestinians, Israel's negative to honor its
commitments and international law has eroded any credibility to the peace
process as well as it has morally corrupted the own Israeli society, while the
Palestinian people continues to live either in exile or under military occupation.”

The comments were made while commemorating 44 years since Israel occupied
Arab lands in 1967. Until today Israel remains the occupying power over the Sheba’
Farms (Lebanon), Golan Heights (Syria) as well as the West Bank, including East
Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip; United Nations Security Council Resolution 242
(1967) calls on Israel to withdraw to the June 4™ line.

Fateh Youth Movement called on the international community to take action:
“Israeli colonisation process could not be possible without the international blind
eye. After 44 years of occupation we openly call on the international community to
do what international law suggests for countries with records of human rights and
international law violations: boycott and sanctions against Israel.”

"We use this occasion to reiterate our full support to the Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions campaign (BDS) against Israeli Apartheid, and we call upon our
comrades around the world to join the campaign.”

The organisation concluded by stating that “we support the efforts of the PLO to
gain international recognition for the Palestinian State in the 1967 border with
Jerusalem our capital. We call on the international community to support our
efforts to change the current reality of Israeli Apartheid into a new reality of
freedom and democracy,” adding that “we call on all our people, civil society,
political factions and independents, to work together to end the Israeli occupation,
including the important step of joining the United Nations as a full member-state.”
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Fateh Youth Movement [

Palestine onlada

To the Willy Brandnt Center

30-1-2012
Through this letter we would like to clarify our position regarding activities with Israeli
organizations:

1) Fateh Youth supports a two-state solution on the 1967 border with East
Jerusalem as our sovereign capital and a just solution to the refugee issue
including the right to return. This includes an acceptance of the State of Israel as
our neighbor, as we aspire to live side by side in peace and security for both sides.

2) In the past, Fateh Youth has been involved in activities with Israeli
organizations such as the Labor Party Youth and Meretz Youth, mainly through our
contacts at Socialist International. Such contacts occurred from the beginning of
the peace process in the early nineties.

3) However, we believe that such partnership did not bring any benefits for our
national cause, but on the contrary, it legitimated the stand of Israel in different
circles, including Socialist International. In particular, the Israeli Labor Party has
been part of government coalitions that have been particularly damaging for our
end goal of a two-state solution, either through the construction of settlement
infrastructure or committing to other war crimes such as the Gaza massacre of
December 2008 — January 2009.

4) For any partnership to succeed, we need of a common ground. To state the
acceptance of the “two-state solution” is not enough. As an occupied people, we
demand of our occupiers more action aiming to end this horrible status quo. In
particular we believe that any Israeli partner aiming to work with Fatah Youth
should:

eDeclare openly that all Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory,
including in and around occupied East Jerusalem, are illegal and condemn their
ongoing expansion.

eRecognize Palestinian refugee rights, including the right of return, as well as
Israel’s responsibility in the creation of the Palestinian refugee issue. This position
is in line with the Arab Peace Initiative, that also states Arab support for an
“Agreed upon resolution to the refugee issue based in UNGA 194.”

eShould make an open call to Israeli youth not to serve in the occupied Palestinian
territory, either in the Occupation Forces or any other organization that supports
the illegal occupation.
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e Declare its support for a sovereign Palestinian state on the 1967 border with
sovereign control over its border crossings, air space, electromagnetic sphere,
natural resources and heritage sites.

Fateh Youth has endorsed the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions campaign against Israel
until it respects its obligations under international law. Therefore, we support boycott
and sanctions including cultural, educational, political and economic boycott against
Israel. This does not mean that we are against working with Israeli partners, but we need
of a common ground that will guarantee that our joint work will not be used as
propaganda for the State of Israel and its occupation policies. Unfortunately, this has
been the situation for the past twenty years.

Fatah Youth Movement
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AGREEMENT

Preambie

Peace js the fruit of justice,

which alone endorses - coming from the respects of mutual traditions - equality of
’ chances and welfare and

which guarantees freedom, which is based on the power of solidarity.

We, . .

the Jusos in der SPD, the Mishmeret Tsirah shel Mifleget Avoda and the
Shabibet Fateh, knowing our histories, chanelled through the International
Unijon of Socialist Youth (IUSY), being the initiators and the regulators of the

Center for Encounters and Comrhunication, .
honoring the heritage of Willy Brandt,

Nobel Peace Price laureate and the long teﬁn President of the Socialist
International,

remind that

1. the conflict which has separated Israelis and Palestinians for so many years
had its roots in the claim of two national movements for the same territory.
wo nations are living on this land each deserve legitimacy and rights for their
eople; this struggle can only be overcome if the people can take their own
ate in their own hands and can freely elect the future they want.

We express that
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2. -we agree -on this common project to strengthen the partnership of all forces
advocating for peace and promote new solidarity across old frontlers and
believe in the. promotlon of human rights on both sides.

We confirm that

3. the people (and religions) of this area urgently need to take confidence-
building measures in order to build a real and lasting understanding on both
sides.

We declare our willingness

4, to persistently proceed the way that has been chosen for the peace process,
continuing the negotiations, even if we cannot expect the acceptance by the
majority of the people; and we deciare our commitment to the previous

- mutual declarations in Stockholm and Berlin.

We wish that

5. an orentation will be geared towards a-"Contract of Youth® as a framework
for the common future of equal states in the world’s family.

We commit ourselves

6. to present on the occasion of the IUSY Festival in Bonn a statement filling

the "Contract of Youth" explaining our common vision of the final arrange-m
ment.

Center for Encounters and Communication

A.  Aims

The center will

» serve the mutual understanding between the people in the Middle East,

« advance coexistance between lsraelis and Palestinians,

+ strengthen understanding and tolerance between Jews, Chnst:ans and Muslims
as well as non rellglous

+« be a site for lnteract|on between the German youth and the peoples of the
region,

"« further the cause of comprehenswe Just peace in the Middle East,
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B. Methods

The center will offer

o social activities of all kinds, among them: sports, music, language courses,
camps, trips, - activities to create ecological awareness and other informal
activities, : ’

« intemational conferences with participation of Germans in particular,

¢ vocational leadership trainings that will focus on the agenda of the Cesiter for
Encounters and Communication, honoring the heritage of Willy Brandt, .

o study programs of regional cultures and religiones as rather as political studies
of the Middle East. :

C. Structure
1. Stearing Commiiiee

The Stearing Committee is the legal regulator of the Center.

Merhbers of these committee will be

- three activists of Mishmeret Tsirah

- three activists of Shabibet

- one activist of the Jusos
The members will be chosen for two years. One of three has toc be a woman. The
first resigned member of each organisation can be replaced. The member of the
Jusos can be deputed. : : ’ -

Decisions has to be made unionismily. The committeg is able to make decisions
even without the participation of the Jusos. Decisions, which will be followed by
financial obligations have to involve the Jusos. The Committee has to convean at
least monthly. Every meeting has to be minuted and distributed.

2. Board of Advisers

The Members of the Board of Advisers will serve the idea of reconsiliation and
. encounter by helping in fundraising, assisting building contacts and proposing
programs.

Each of the three organisations will name consensually seven persons, at least two

women, for the Board of Advisers. Names have to be published at the 5th of June,
1896, ‘
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D. Legal Status

The Center for Encounters and Communication will be registered according to law
by the State of Israel and by the Palestinian Authority. The three partners are free to
create any supportive structure for the Center.

E. Location
The seat of the Center for Encounters. and Communication will be at the border
between East- and West-Jerusaiem.

Andrea Nahles Ofer Dekel Sabri Tomezi

- Jusos - ‘ - Mishmeret Tsirah - - Shabibet -
Testifled by

Petra Berndorf Saréh Gondal Samer Si.ngilawi
Kerstin Griese ) : Nasér Katami
Nahed Samour ‘ | . Fehmi Saaﬁr
Harald Schrapers. : | _ Hisham Duikat

Rainer Zimmer-Winkel = .
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Mr. Felipe Jelders — Iusy president
Ms. Evin incir — Insy Secretary General

Iusy Presidium Members

Dear Comrades,

Subject: Resolution proposal No.10 — Presented by FYM and GUPS

Tusy Global Manifesto stats that "we believe in a better world and we know that it
depends on all of us acting together in order to achieve it." — Acting together to

change the world.

After reading the Resolution proposal made by FYM and GUPS (Proposal No.10) we
felt that we have to address you with the following point:

1. The main idea behind this resolution does not see Iusy as a platform to create a
new foture by acting together, as partners, with ALL Insy members.

2. Some of the information provided in the reselution 13 not true and we believe
that it is deliberately presented in order to promote the content of the
resolution:

a. Line 11 stats that Israel has reject the one state solution idea. As far as
we know. the one state solution was never an option "on the table" and
never presented in any official negotiation between Israel and Palestine
and we strongly against the one state solution.

b. Limes 12-15 stated that there are dozens of laws passing that
discriminate Palestinians citizens of Israel. There's no information
provided by FYM and GUPS regarding those alleged dozens of laws!.
More than that. in last December the Israeli cabinet has approved a
strategic plan regarding minorities’ development in Israel, planned with
the Israeli-Palestinian MP's. The resolution was declared as Historic

! Though there have been many lezislation ideas by different MP's (also by Isrzehi-Palestinians MP's)
none of them proceed in the legislative process. In every critical legizlative Junction in the past year the
left forces worked together to keep owr democracy as such.
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Palestine

Does labor party in Israel Peace partner????

Title: Leading Labor Party Candidate: [ Don't See Israeli Settlements as a Crime
Date: August 18,2011
Source: Haaretz

Shelly Yachimovich claims illegal settlement building was completely consensual
move; says it was Labor Party that founded the settlement enterprise in the
territories.

Yachimovich has defended her party's role in the establishment of the illegal
settlements, saying, "I certainly do not see the settlement project as a sin and a
crime." She added, "In its time, it was a completely consensual move. And it was the
Labor Party that founded the settlement enterprise in the territories. That is a fact. A
historical fact.” Yachimovich also welcomes the joining of settlers in the protest:

"Yes, unequivocally. One of the most significant points of strength of this protest
is that you don't see the conventional political posters. There is a new language,
a unifying language, a uniting language.”

"I am familiar with that well-known equation: that if there were no settlements there
would be a welfare state within Israel's borders. | am familiar with the worldview
that maintains that if we cut the defense budget in half there will be money for
education. It's a worldview with no connection to reality."

When it was pointed out that it is part of current public discourse to suggest that less
funding for West Bank illegal settlements and defense would mean more money for
social service needs, Yachimovich said: "I reject it; it is simply not factually correct,
even though it is now perceived as axiomatic. A school that is located in a
settlement and has X number of students would be located inside the Green Line and
have the same number of children at the same cost. I don't say that the settlements
themselves did not cost more money. But even if the defense budget were cut in half,
and even if the settlement costs were cut in half, the economic ideology that led us to
them would not seek to divert the newly available funds to the service of the state.
Would you buy products from the settlements, such as olive oil from Har
Bracha? "Yes. I am not in favor of boycotts."
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Title: Herzog Presents New Diplomatic Plan: Separation From Jerusalem's Palestinian
Villages

Date: January 19.2016

Source: Haaretz, Al-Jazeera

Herzog calling for a new apartheid plan saying that two-state solution is impossible to
realize under current conditions and offers plan which includes completion of West
Bank wall: 'l wish to separate from as many Palestinians as possible, as quickly as
possible." several Arab neighborhoods in East Jerusalem will be severed from the rest
of the city and the apartheid wall in the West Bank completed in a manner that
includes all the illegal settlements.

He added: “The separation barrier will prevent attacks in the settlement blocs that
remain in our hands,” said Herzog. “The situation will be clear to everyone. We will be
here and you, Palestinians, will be there. Live your lives, improve your economy,
create employment. The blocs under Israeli sovereignty will be part of the permanent
solution. They will serve as recipients of settlers from outside the major blocs.”
Herzog also noted that in his plan the apartheid wall will be completed in the
Jerusalem area in a way that will leave Palestinian villages outside city limits. “Then
we’ll re-unite the true Jerusalem without hundreds of thousands of Palestinians who
will remain on the other side of the barrier” he said. “Issawiya is not and won’t be
part of Israel’s eternal capital. Neither is the refugee camp in Shoafat. We’ll separate
from them. We'll build a wall. Terrorists won’t have access to Jews. Those who want
to work and make a living rather than stabbing people - we’ll leave those for the
consideration of the defense establishment.”

Title: Labor approves Herzog's unilateral pullout plan
Date: February 7, 2016
Source: Times of Israel

Herzog tells party that without ‘separation’ from West Bank, country will lose Jewish
and democratic nature.

Only a separation between us will maintain a Jewish majority in Israel,” Herzog said
when presenting his plan to a Labor Party conference in Tel Aviv of the INSS

“If the idea of disengagement dies, then so will the State of Israel — it will stop
being a Jewish state. A separate state for Palestinians is Israel’s only chance to
remain a Jewish, democratic country with definable borders. This is in our best
interests,”continued Herzog.
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Open letter to UK student activist participants in propaganda tour of Israel from Palestinian students and youth
October 12™ 2012

http://www.bdsmovement.net/2012/palestinian-youth-and-students-condemn-uk-propaganda-tour-8617

We, Palestinian students and youth organisations, were shocked and disappointed to learn of your all expenses paid junket to
Israel, involving prominent Labour party student activists and organised by the Union of Jewish Students.[1] By being involved
in this propaganda tour, you have crossed a picket line established by the entirety of the Palestinian civil society.

The 2005 Palestinian civil society call for boycotts, divestment and sanctions (BDS) is a call for supporters of Palestinian rights
to actualise their support with concrete and effective actions of solidarity.[2] Boycotting official Israeli state institutions is
probably the easiest and most basic form that such support could take. By choosing instead to engage with official Israeli state
institutions, you have created a false impression that Israel is a state like any other, rather than one that practices occupation,
colonisation and apartheid over the indigenous Palestinian population.

In recent weeks, Palestinians have been commemorating the third anniversary of Operation Cast Lead, the 2008-09 Gaza
massacre during which Israel committed crimes against humanity, a UN Fact Finding Mission established. Meeting with Mark
Regev, the public face of that massacre and the chief spokesman for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, is a grave
insult to the memories of the more than 1,400 Palestinians that lost their lives during the 22 days of unrelenting aerial
bombardment and ground incursions.

Israeli settlements on occupied Palestinian territory are recognised as illegal under law by the entirety of the international
community, including the UK government. Your visit to Gush Etzion is precisely the kind of emboldening support on which the
continued colonisation of our territory depends.

Also understand that your decision to meet with OneVoice only places you more firmly on the side of the oppressor. When they
are not grounded in a mutual and active opposition to Israeli violations of international law, such dialogue initiatives constitute a
form of normalisation that seek to equate the oppressor with the oppressed and are deeply damaging to the realisation of our
rights.[3] As Palestinian youth and student organisations, we have been engaged in many successful campaigns against such
initiatives in recent months.

The effective forms of solidarity currently being shown in the UK have inspired Palestinian students and youth. The National
Union of Students should be applauded for initiating campaigns against Veolia and Eden Springs over their complicity with
Israeli violations of international law, and for supporting the fantastic campaign being waged by students at King’s College
London against their university’s collaboration with Ahava, the Israeli settlement enterprise. The motions passed at student
unions across the UK in support of BDS initiatives have been equally impressive, and we look forward to hearing how Israeli
Apartheid Week will contribute to the further growth of the student movement in support of Palestine. Your fellow students have
shown that concrete and effective solidarity, rather than all expenses paid pro-Israel junkets, is the way to contribute to a just and
lasting peace.

Endorsed by:

Fateh Youth Movement
Al-Quds Open University Student Councils
Al-Quds University Student Council
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An-Najah University Student Council

Arab American University in Jenin Student Council

Bethlehem University Student Council

Birzeit University Student Council

Hebron Polytechnic University Student Council

Association of Youth in Jerusalem

Herak Shababi, and other youth groups participating in the March 15+ demonstrations and actions against
normalization

Palestinian Students’ Campaign for Academic Boycott of Israel

Right to Education Campaign

Youth Against the Settlements

[1] http://electronicintifada.net/content/uk-labour-party-student-officials-face-backlash-over-free-tour-israel-settlements/10819

http://lwww.journal-online.co.uk/article/8401-eusa-vicepresident-under-fire-over-disgraceful-israel-junket

[2] http://www.bdsmovement.net/call

[3] For more on the concept of normalisation,

see http://www.pacbi.org/etemplate.php?id=1436and http://www.pacbi.org/etemplate.php?id=1749
[4] http://electronicintifada.net/blog/jalal-abukhater/cancellation-sharif-dorzis-concert
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PROPOSAL FOR A RESOLUTION ABOUT THE CURRENT SITUATION IN THE
MIDDLE EAST
TO THE IUSY WORLD COUNCIL 2009

27 Jan 2009

On December 27 Israel began a military offensive against Gaza. We express our outrage
on both the continued rocket attacks by Palestinians as well as the Israeli escalation, with
comprehensive bombing and ground troops that have resulted in the killing of more than
1300 and the injury to more than 5000 Palestinians, including a large number of women
and children. Israel and Palestine both have a responsibility to their people to stop the
violence. However we consider the Israeli assault unacceptable and disproportionate, and
in violation of international humanitarian law and the Geneva Convention.

These latest actions dramatically increase the frustration on the Palestinian side, while not
increasing the security of Israeli civilians. IUSY calls for a stop of the blockade of Gaza, a
lasting and comprehensive cease-fire, unimpeded humanitarian access as well as a stop to
Hamas rockets fired into Israel. IUSY also calls for the immediate adoption of the UN
Security Council resolutions, which calls for intense diplomatic efforts for peace.

IUSY is concerned about the participation of the Israeli Labour Party, led by the Israeli
defense-minister Ehud Barak, in the military actions. The attacks against the Palestinian
civilian population in the Gaza Strip, which the Labour Party are part of, are unacceptable.
We urge the Israeli Labour Party to immediately start work for a peaceful solution that is
not based on military means. We also call upon the Fateh Party to work for reconciliation
on the Palestinian side.

Violations of international humanitarian law may constitute war crime for which individual
criminal responsibility may be invoked. IUSY supports the suggestion by the UN Human
Rights Council that the recent attacks on Gaza should be subject of inquiry by a: “urgent
independent international fact-finding mission to investigate all violations of international
human rights law and international humanitarian law by the occupying power against the
Palestinian people throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, particularly in the
occupied Gaza Strip, due to the current aggression”1.

IUSY calls on the European Union to stop their process of upgrading relations with Israel
until this country complies with UN resolutions and international law.

The recent actions have clearly shown that the Israeli-Palestinian conflict can not be solved
by military means, but only through a real political process towards peace. Israel has the
main responsibility, as an occupying power, to actively demonstrate its commitment to
peace by engaging in efforts to work towards a two-state solution, which is the only
realistic way towards a peaceful resolution. Together with our member organizations and
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the progressive and peaceful forces in the Middle East, we are committed to continue our
work for a peaceful and secure future in the region, based upon the “Two-State Solution”.

1: UN Human Rights Council resolution adopted 12.01.09

AUF, Norway

DSU, Denmark

SSF, Sweden

SSU, Sweden

SDY, Finland

SONK, Finland

Labour Youth, Ireland

Animo, Belgium

Akbayan Youth, The Philippines
JS in de Pvda, The Netherlands
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INTERNATIONAL UNION OF SOCIALIST YOUTH

Our vision for Peace and Justice in Israel and Palestine

By Shabibeh Fatah,

Occupy Jerusalem 8" May 2013

66 years after the UN decided to divide Palestine in two-states, the State of
Palestine haven't been freed from Israeli occupation and colonization. Despite the
ongoing situation, that threatens to end the internationally endorsed solution of
two-states on the 1967 border, IUSY reaffirms its support for the State of Israel
and the State of Palestine to live side by side, in peace and security, on the 1967
border.

Only two independent, democratic and sovereign states, living side by side, in
peace and security, could bring stability and prosperity to the region.

In order to create the right environment for negotiations, Israel, the occupying
power, must cease all settlement activities as per their obligation under the Road
Map. Settlements, including in and around Occupied East Jerusalem, are a war
crime according with international law. There must be no attempt to legitimize this
illegality.

On that regard, we call upon the international community, and we make it
mandatory to all our members, to boycott all Israeli settlement products, including
those in Occupied East Jerusalem. Just labeling such products is not enough. Those
products are made on stolen land with stolen natural resources. The world should
not give incentives to the expansion of such war crimes.

IUSY believes that Jerusalem, both East and West, must become an open and
shared city with access to holy sites for all religions. East Jerusalem must be the
sovereign capital of Palestine and West Jerusalem the sovereign capital of Israel.
Arrangements in order to keep the city open and shared must be reached between
the parties in a manner that does not affect the rights of the involved parties,
being the first of them their right to self determination.

IUSY supports diplomatic means as well as and popular non-violent resistance as
major ways to end the conflict and reach a final status agreement. We condemn
any use of violence.
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We reaffirm our conviction that no solution for the Middle East conflict can be
obtained without recognizing and honoring Palestinian refugee rights. The
solution for the refugees should be part of the final status agreement.

Palestinian prisoners who were jailed for political reasons must be released. We
particularly call for the immediate liberation of the 107 Palestinian prisoners who
were imprisoned before the Oslo Agreement was signed. At the same time, we call
for the immediate liberation of our comrade Marwan Barghouthi, and all
democratically elected Palestinian officials.

IUSY believes that the only way to stop the growth of extremist forces in the region
is to end injustices. On that regard, we call upon all our partners to increase their
efforts in order to reach a just and lasting peace, including boycotting the Israeli
occupation, boycotting Israeli military service in the Occupied State of Palestine,
the Occupied Golan Heights (Syria) and the Occupied Sheba’a farms (Lebanon) and
putting more pressure on their governments to ensure that Palestinian diplomatic
campaigns in order to become part of international treaties and international
organizations succeed in order to show that diplomacy is the right track for peace.
IUSY fully supports the right of the State of Palestine to become a member of the
International Criminal Court.

IUSY will continue to support the work of our partners in the region.
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IUSY adopted resolution about Palestine in the IUSY council in Yerevan Armenia
10 May 2015

Last summer, the third war took place in the besieged and occupied Gaza Strip.
According to the United Nations, more than 2,205 Palestinians were killed during
the 52-day attack, including 521 children. More than 18,000 housing units were
completely or partially destroyed.

According to the latest published by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
(UNWRA), 106,000 people remain internally displaced and 450,000 people remain
without access to running water due to the damage caused by Israel’s deliberate
attacking of civilian and UN infrastructure.

On 23 July 2014, the UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) ordered the
establishment of an independent international commission to investigate alleged
violations of international humanitarian law and human rights law relating to
Israel's attack on Gaza. UN officials as well as Palestinian and international
organizations have presented evidence of grave Israeli violations of international
law amounting to war crimes.

Given the climate of violations of international law and Palestinian rights during the
course of its latest war on Gaza, we wish to add our voice to those that are
demanding action capable of ending the current climate of impunity, by enforcing
solutions to ensure adherence to international law and preventing future attacks.

The weapon trade to the middle east is a threat to all its citizens. We call for a
disarmament and weapon embargo not just in Israel, but in the region and across
the globe, to ensure peace and security for all people.

Two days ago, a right wing coalition was formed in Israel, this government will
threaten the peace process and security of the whole region. We ask the
international community to take direct measures needed to enforce the Israeli
government to commit to international law and human rights.

Based on our firm believe that international relations should be based on mutual
respect for human rights and dignity and conditioned on adherence to international
law and UN resolutions, we call on our IUSY comrades to:

1. Condemn Israel’s occupation, including the illegal annexation of occupied East
Jerusalem, the illegal wall and settlements built in occupied Palestinian territory;
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call on Israel to end all violations of international law and respect the human rights
of Palestinians, including the right to self-determination and finding a just solution
for the Palestinian refugees, according to UN resolutions.

We further urge our IUSY comrades to call on the United Nations and Member
States to:

2. Support a just peace by fulfilling their legal obligations as stated in the 2004
Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on the Wall: the UN and its
Member States must abstain from providing (implicit) approval, aid or assistance
that helps maintain the illegal situation created by Israel with these serious
violations of international law.

3. Adopt and enforce a ban and boycott on trade and other financial or economic
relations with Israeli institutions and businesses located or operating in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the
Gaza Strip.

4. Respect their obligation to ensure that individuals responsible for war crimes
and crimes against humanity are brought to justice. Call on governments to
support investigation and prosecution of those responsible for crimes by domestic
and regional courts, as well as the International Criminal Court (ICC), in order to
end impunity and prevent repetition.

5. Call for the immediate liberation of Palestinian leader Marwan Barghouthi, all
democratically elected Palestinian officials, Palestinian political prisoners;
particularly women, children and the vulnerable.

6. Call for the immediate end to the military and economical siege of the Gaza
Strip; as the way of violence will not lead to peace and stability. On the contrary,
the proponent of any lasting and just peace agreement are those that favor
dialogue over confrontation. We place our hopes and aspiration on these forces.
Amongst others, we support the peace camp on both sides. Firstly, we are
providing ongoing support to the peace camp in Palestine and Israel
Furthermore, IUSY also continues to support the work of the Willy-Brandt-Center
in Jerusalem.
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INTERNATIONAL UNION OF SOCIALIST YOUTH

PALESTINE RESOLUTION
RESOLUTION - WORLD CONGRESS 2016

FYM, PALESTINE
GUPS, PALESTINE

For decades the IUSY has called upon Israel to end its belligerent occupation of Palestine and
allow for the realisation of a two-state solution over the 1967 borders. This position resembles an
international consensus that Israel, the occupying power, continues to violate with increased
colonisation, violence, and oppression as it has been documented in various reports by the United
Mations, the European Union, as well as several international, Palestinian and Israeli human rights
organisations.

The State of Israel has rejected both a two-state solution over the 1987 borders or a one
democratic state solution. At the same time, the extremist Israeli government continues to
discriminate against Palestinian citizens of 1srael, passing dozens of laws and legislations that
hinder political, economic, social, and cultural paricipation of Palestinians; this is further
aggravated by the shameful concession by the Israeli Labour Party.

For the two-state solution to be saved, what's needed is more action and less rhetoric. Everyone
has a role to play in bringing justice to Palestine and Israel. Ending the Israeli occupation that
began in 1967 is a moral, legal, and political responsibility of the whole world.

Based on our firm believe that international relations should be based on mutual respect for human
rights and dignity and conditioned on adherence to international law and UN resolutions, we call on
our IUSY comrades to:

1. Condemn Israel’s occupation, including the illegal annexation of occupied East Jerusalem,
the illegal wall, and settlements built in the Occupied State of Palestine; call on Israel, the
occupying power, to end all violations of international law and respect the human rights of
Palestinians, including the right to self-determination, in accordance with United Mations
Security Council Resolution 242 and the right of return of Palestinian refugees, in
accordance with resolutions of international legitimacy, particularly United Mations General
Assembly Resolution 194. In the past six months our region has been suffering violence
and fundamentalism. People are being run over, stoned, stabbed, burned, shot at and
attacked on the streets and in their homes. We call our IUSY comrades to condemn these
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Call for action from Fateh youth movement Palestien

Dear IUSY Comrades,

On April 17" 2017, which marks the Palestinian Prisoners’ Day, over one thousand five
hundred prisoners have started one of the largest hunger strike in the last two decades, led
by imprisoned parliamentarian and Fateh Central Committee member Marwan Barghouthi,
to protest their deprivation of basic rights they are entitled to under international law.

The “FREEDOM & DIGNITY” HUNGER STRIKE comes against the backdrop of the
Israeli colonial military occupation’s widespread and systematic violations of prisoners’
human rights and grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions. Palestinians suffer from
mass arbitrary arrest, the forcible transfer of prisoners to jails outside the Occupied
Palestinian Territory. They are subjected to torture, inhumane and degrading treatment, as
well as to deliberate medical negligence, and arbitrary, restrictive and punitive measures.
Prisoners also suffer from violations of their rights to visitation and to contacts with their
families.

Today, there are around 6500 Palestinian prisoners in lIsraeli jails, including 300 children,
56 women, 13 parliamentarians, 28 journalists, and 500 held in administrative detention
without charge or trial for indefinite periods of time, the worst form of arbitrary detention. .
Thus, and after repeated refusal by Israeli occupation authorities to address the legitimate
demands of the Palestinian prisoners, the prisoners have decided to launch their hunger
strike for “Freedom & Dignity” to end these abuses. Hunger strike is a peaceful and
legitimate mean of protest and those resorting to it should be protected.

Israel is responsible for the lives of Palestinian prisoners and must be warned against
adopting punitive measures against hunger strikers and resorting to force-feeding, which is
“tantamount to cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment” according to the UN Special
Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.
Israel has already placed hunger strikers in solitary confinement, stripping them of their
clothes, blankets, and personal belongings, and deprived them for days from receiving the
visit of their lawyers. Israeli officials, including PM Netanyahu and ministers resorted to
incitement against Palestinian prisoners, dubbing them "terrorists" and showing no regard
for their lives. They also practiced character assassination against the Palestinian Mandela,
Marwan Barghouthi.

Call to Action
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In light of all this oppression, and the danger that surrounds the lives of the Palestinian
hunger strikers and the escalation of threats and attacks against Palestinian prisoners by
Israel, the occupying Power, we, Fateh Youth Movement, urge all our comrades and
friends around the world to express solidarity with the Palestinian prisoners and support
their legitimate demands. We call on IUSY and its member organisations, in an expression
of support to the rights of Palestinian prisoners, as guaranteed under international law, to:

o Take photos in front of a familiar monument of your country, holding signs and photos
of support for Palestinian prisoners.

« Campaign for the Palestinian prisoners' cause and their just demands by issuing press
statements and push your country's parliament and government to adopt a principled
stance and act accordingly. This stance should be based on the following elements:
hunger strike is a legitimate and peaceful form of protest and the hunger strikers
should be protected against any form of retaliation and collective punishment, the
demands of the prisoners are legitimate and should be met, Israel must abide by
international law and be held accountable if it fails to do so, the international
community must meet its own obligations in this regard.

o Send positional papers and letters of objection to Israeli embassies and relative
International organizations to reject and condemn the Israeli occupation's war crimes
and crimes against humanity against the prisoners and help put an end to them.

e Spread the word and join the campaign on social media platforms, using the
campaign's hashtag "#hungry4freedom"

Freedom is the condition of peace

As international efforts led to the release of Nelson Mandela and of all the anti- Apartheid
prisoners, we believe that the international community must help to secure the freedom of
Marwan Barghouthi and all Palestinian prisoners, as an integral part of its moral, legal and
political responsibility to assist the Palestinian people in the realization of their rights.
Israel’s policy of mass arbitrary arrest which aims to intimidate the civilian population and
to quash Palestinian resistance must stop immediately. The freedom of the Palestinian
prisoners is the necessary prelude to the freedom of the Palestinian people. Freedom for

Palestinians is the only way to peace for all.
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Palestine

Occupied Jerusalem

Today marks the 106th International Women’s Day, a day to celebrate the
struggle for justice and equality between men and women. On this occasion, the
Fatah Youth Movement would like to extend its congratulations to world women,
emphasizing that it will continue to stand against any form of oppression and
discrimination, and to actively pursue equality and the fulfillment of women's rights.
Palestinian women participate in resistance against the occupation and have taken
the lead throughout the Palestinian struggle in volunteer work both in the occupied
Palestinian territory and in exile, notably in Palestinian refugee camps. They
embody Palestinian resilience and determination to achieve freedom, equality,
return and independence. On this International day, we call on all those who stand
for rights, including women rights, across the globe, to actively work for the end of
all forms of violations by Israel against Palestinian inalienable rights, as these
violations cause great suffering and injustice to Palestinian women everywhere,
including behind the green line. Palestinian women, as active member of their
communities and nation, as mothers and sisters and daughters, are at the front
line of the struggle for freedom and endured great sacrifices to transform the
Palestinian dream into a reality our people could enjoy.

Fatah Youth Movement reiterates at this occasion its unequivocal stance that the
State of Palestine must uphold women's rights to the fullest and welcome in this
regard the signing by President Abbas of CEDAW and pledges to act at all levels
to promote women rights, equality and political participation of women. FYM calls
in this regard to adopt Palestinian laws that will help fulfill these objectives and to
design policies that will allow to confront the current obstacles to the fulfillment of
women's rights,

While women and men will on this day across the globe take to the street to
demand respect for women rights, Palestinian women will march for the rights of
the Palestinian people and their own within their society, convinced that the
freedom of Palestine and of its people are essential to the objectives this day
celebrates. The struggle for women’s attainment of equal civil, political, economic,
social, and cultural rights and against all forms of oppression and discrimination
must prevail, in Palestine and globally. Tribute to women and respect for their
rights must take place throughout the year. The Fatah Youth Movement remains
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dedicated to supporting women in their struggle for equality and political and social
justice, and believes that the struggle for national liberation goes hand in hand with
respecting and upholding fundamental freedoms, human rights and the standards
of equality and justice.

Fateh youth Movement

Palestine
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Palestinian National Initiative and Fatah Youth call on the International Union of
Socialist Youth (1USY) to support Palestinian UN Bid.

11-9-2011

The Fatah Youth Movement (FYM) and the Youth of the Palestinian National Initiative
(Moubadara) called upon the representatives of the International Union of Socialist Youth
(IUSY), through a letter, to support the Palestinian Statehood Bid in the United
Nations. This step comes as part of the activities organized by all political youth factions
of the PLO in support of the Palestinian initiative to approach the United Nations to attain
full membership of the State of Palestine.

The letter was sent to approximately 130 representatives of the IUSY calling upon them to
support the Palestinian Statehood Bid in the United Nations, by applying pressure on their
governments. Almost immediately, tens of representatives responded with positive
comments, assuring that they will organize and attend the demonstrations and marches
in their capitals on the 21st of September- the day of the plenary meeting of the United
Nations. Most of the responses came from European countries.

The Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) is approaching the United Nations and the
Security Council to attain full admission of the State of Palestine with Jerusalem as its
capital as an implementation of the internationally recognized inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people, including the right to self determination and the right to return.

158



b alal paize DA Ailanddl) Al Jpa LSHREY) GLAN _allall Slai) i (25) gals
L 2017-3-21 b oyfiia Y]

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF SOCIALIST YOUTH

Declaration on the Question of Palestine
Presented BY Fateh youth — Palestine

Occupied Jerusalem 21-3-2017

IUSY, during its meeting in Rosario, Argentina, discussed the Question
of Palestine and the need to end decades of injustices and systematic
violations of international law and UN resolutions. Considering the
importance of the year 2017, marking 100 years of the Balfour
Declaration and 50 years since the Israeli occupation of 1967, IUSY
sends a strong message to the international community and a call of
action to its member organizations to make of 2017 a year of hope,
justice and freedom.

1. We reaffirm our commitment with the internationally recognized
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, including the right to
self-determination, in a state that will fully end the Israeli
occupation that began in 1967, including in and around occupied
East Jerusalem. We reaffirm our support for the two-state solution
on the 1967 border, which could not be understood as anything
else but a support for two-sovereign and democratic states with
equal rights for all their citizens.

2. We support a final status agreement between Israel and Palestine
that will solve all issues based on international law and UN

159



resolutions, including UNGA 194 on the right of return of
Palestinian refugees.

. After more than two decades since the Oslo Agreement, IUSY calls
upon the international community to support a multilateral
framework of peace for Israel and Palestine, including clear terms of
reference based on international law, a limited timeframe and
mechanisms of implementation, including accountability.

. Once an agreement is implemented and the inalienable rights of
the Palestinian people are achieved, we call for the full
implementation of the Arab Peace Initiative, calling for
normalization of relations between Israel and the rest of the
region.

. We remain deeply concerned about the systematic violations of
Israel, the occupying power, of its obligations under international
humanitarian law. We strongly call upon the Israeli government to
implement all its obligations, especially under the IV Geneva
Convention, including lifting the illegal blockade against 2 million
Palestinians in Gaza.

. We call for the freedom of all political prisoners, including the Fatah
Central Committee member Marwan Barghouthi.

. IUSY believes that the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS)
campaign is a right and we fully condemn the threats imposed by
the Israeli government against those supporting the campaign,
including a travel ban.

. IUSY strongly condemns the persecution that the Israeli
government and its proxies are conducting against civil society and
human rights organizations, international, Israeli and Palestinian,
which in the past year has included death threats and calls for
relinquishing the Israeli citizenship of certain human rights
defenders. In particular we salute the work of organizations that
have suffered from Israeli intimidation such as Human Rights
Watch, Btselem, Breaking the Silence, Al Hag and Ad Dameer,
among others.

. IUSY calls upon the Israeli Parliament (Knesset) to immediately
revoke dozens of discriminatory laws against its non-Jewish
citizens, including the citizenship law. We remain concerned about

the latest policies against Arab-Palestinian citizens in Israel,
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10.

11.

including the demolition of Um al Hiran village in the Nagab/Negev
area; IUSY will contact the progressive youth organizations of the
Joint Arab List, the only Arab party in the Israeli Parliament, in order
to include them in the work of our organization.

Calls upon the United Kingdom to apologize to the peoples of the
region for the consequences of its colonialism in the Middle East,
and particularly for the illegitimate Balfour Declaration.

IUSY makes a strong call of action among all its members to:

Call for the recognition of the State of Palestine on the 1967 border
(UNGA 67/19).

Campaign for the rights of civil society to express their opinions
and actions, including the BDS Campaign.

Implement UNSC Resolution 2334 by making a clear distinction
between Israeli and its colonial-settlement’ enterprise: This includes
banning all Israeli settlement products and cutting relations with all
organizations that are part of the Israeli settlement’ enterprise,
including businesses, educational, sports and any other activity
aimed at normalizing the systematic denial of the inalienable rights
of the Palestinian people and making profits out of Israel’s colonial-
settlement’ enterprise.
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Shabibeh Fatah

Subject: Jusos’ stance on Israeli settlements on Palestinian territory and how
to confront them

Dear comrades,

During the recent ECOSY/YES-Congress in Sweden we had the chance for interesting discussions
with you and we were eager to learn about your positions on recent political developments.

During our meetings the question arose what is Jusos’ stance on Israeli settlements on Palestinian
territory and why we oppose the idea that boycotting products coming from settlements helps
the peace process progressing. Our long partnership allows open discussions. Speaking as friends
is important in our strong cooperation.

The Jusos are of the opinion that the Israeli settlements on Palestinian territory are illegal and
illegitimate. They are a major obstacle for the peace process. We condemn the growing violence
of some of the settlers against Palestinians. The last Israeli government’s announcement to
expand the settlements is inacceptable. On the contrary: they need to be dismantled. We support
the international community to press the Israeli government for doing so.

Why do we then not support a boycott of settlement products?

The reason is that why we do not think boycott is useful. As you know, we always did support
dialogue over confrontation. We try to help creating room for mutual understanding. Boycott is
the opposite way. It is likely to increase support among moderate Israelis for the illegal
settlements. It is likely to enhance the status of a radical group within the Israeli society that is
otherwise confronted critically by many Israeli citizens. We do not think that boycotts have a
severe economic impact. Even if it had so, the Israeli government would repay the loss to the
settlers. In the end a boycott is likely to result in a climate where peace-oriented forces within the
Israeli society find it hard to communicate a policy of dialogue is the best option.

However, we know that the results of dialogue between Palestinians and Israelis in recent years
have been fruitful when it comes to an exchange of progressive actors as in the Willy Brandt
Center, but disillusioning when the peace process as a whole is concerned. We acknowledge that
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we need to look for further measures to promote the peace process — this is one of the reasons
we eventually as an organization supported the UN bid of Palestine. You convinced us that this
step is helpful in bringing peace. Moreover, we support non-violent resistance that serves the
purpose of ending the occupation.

Finally, our aim is to continue pressuring on our mother party SPD - that is likely to govern the
biggest country in Europe from autumn on - in order to strongly support the peace process and
the quest of a Palestinian state. Apart from that the leadership delegation in May gives us the
chances to speak with you about this topic directly. The exchange of opinions with you — even if
we differ on a few positions —is the most important source we have. We are grateful to have you
as a partner on a way that is difficult and challenging, but still the most promising one: the way of
peace through dialogue.

Fraternally

Jusos (Young Socialist Germany) — national board
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Occupied lerusalem,
17" October 2012

Diear comrades,

thope this email finds you well,

Fateh youth movement {FYM) in Palestine is happy to invite you to the forthcoming
“Palestinian Mational youth week 2012" in Palestine, West Bank.

The week will include many activities for youth such as seminars, political trips/meetings,
and sport activities.

We believe that it's an opportunity to establish synergy betwesn youth in all over the
world, and to create bridges between people.

It's also a good opportunity for you to understand the social, political, and economic
situation of Palestinian youth under occupation.

For this reason we encourage you to apply and to participate in this impaortant event.

“Palestinian National youth week 2012” will be held between the 11* and the 15" of
Movember 2012,

The event is organized by the Palestinian Authority (PA), which will cover all the expenses of
our guests (travel, accommodation, food and transportations).

The travel is scheduled around the 9%/10%" of November 2012.

The invitation is open for supports, journalists, and organizations. Each organization can
propose maximum four members between 18 and 35 years old with a special attention to
gender balance.

Mobile : #972 599 613609 +972 599 613609 © Jler

Email: raeddebie@yahoo.com raeddebie@yahoo.com g5 Ay
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To apply, please send your CV, cover letter, scan of your passport and an ID photos for the
“press pass” to me (International Leader of Fateh Youth) at this email address
raeddebiy@yahoo.com or to Mr. Hassan Faraj , Fateh Youth President, at this email address
hfaraj bu@hotmail.com

Palestine

Please, let us know in which international airport you intend to land in order to organize the
logistic of your travel in Palestine.

I look forward to seeing you in Palestine,

Best Regards
FYM President International Leader
Hasan Faraj Raed Debiy

Mobile : +972 599 613609 +972599 613609 - Jsr

Email: raeddebie@yahoo.com raeddebie@yahoo.com : ¢35 &y
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Occupied Jerusalem 25-3-2016

Message of Condolence to the Victims of Terrorist Attack In Belgium
Dear Comrades in JS " Jongsocialisten Belgium"

During this painful time and after the tragic hours of the terrorist attack on Brussels , which
left tens innocent people die and injured, On behalf of all Palestinian youth, we convey our most
sincere condolences to you, to the families and friends of those who have died and all those in
Belgium affected by this terrible series of Terrorist events, We also send our prayer and
sympathy for the speedy recovery, comfort, courage and consolation of all those affected by the
tragedy. We wish to convey our full solidarity to you and the families of the victims, sharing in the
sorrow of all those who mourn them. We strongly condemn the blind violence which has been
perpetrated in the whole world through this series of cowardly and abominable terrorist attacks.

Less than 24 hours of the terrorist attacks on Brussels, 29 Iraqgi innocent citizens have been
murdered in another terrorist attack in a crowded park in the Iraqgi city of Iskandariya, and
another 2 Palestinian youth has been murdered by the Israeli occupation in Hebron, in the South
of West Bank, which showing us very clearly that the fighting against radicalism, terrorism, and
discrimination is our fight all together, by our unity, and socialist values.

We sincerely hope that while Brussels is going through difficult time, all the socialist family and
the whole international community work together to fight against the scourge of terrorism and
intensify the existing cooperation to bring peace and solidarity and justice to the whole world.

Our deepest Socialist Regards
Fateh youth movement International leader

Raed Debiy
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Occupied Jerusalem, 29th of November 2011

To Mr. Martin Schulz
President of the S&D group

European Parliament

From : Fateh Youth Movement / Palestine

Subject: “Training Seminars for Fateh Youth in European Parliament”

Greetings

Fateh Youth Movement conveys the sincerest regards and high appreciation of your efforts
in advocating justice, freedom, and international solidarity.

Moreover, Fatah Youth Movement welcomes your efforts for the self determination of the
Palestinian people and your support for building an independent sovereign state in the
1967 borders.

Since 1994 Fateh Youth Movement has started to implement partnerships with different
"sister organizations” from the "socialist family" all over the world, including the German
Social Democratic Party and the “Willy Brandt Center”.

With regard to our meetings in Berlin and Ramallah during the last year, Fateh Youth
Movement would be grateful to have the possibility to attend the training courses offered
by the European Parliament for young political experts.

A three-month training course in the European Parliament for two members of the Fateh
Youth Movement, one male and one female member, between 22-30 years old, in which
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they have the chance to assist members of the S&D group and work within one of the
Committees of the European Parliament would be of great value for our movement. We
would like to propose such training course annually in order to empower our partnership
and to improve our politic skills.

Furthermore, the trainees will disseminate their knowledge to other comrades from Fateh
Youth by organizing seminars and training workshops and thus contribute to the
professional development of Fateh Youth and Fateh.

For further information don't hesitate to contact our International Secretary, Mr. Raed
Debiy (email raeddebiy@yahoo.com, mobile, 00972(5)99613609).

Yours Sincerely,
General Director of Fateh Youth,

Hassan Faraj.
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Jerusalem, the cornerstone of war and peace

US embassy move is the wrong move

Jerusalem holds unique political, religious and spiritual significance and has
always been an epicenter of the conflict in the Middle East and a critical issue
for resolving it. Thus, any decision regarding Jerusalem can not be taken
lightly and its consequences should never be underestimated.

The UN Security Council, entrusted with the maintenance of international
peace and security, adopted several resolutions, including most recently
UNSC resolution 2334 (2016) that clearly evoked the issue of Jerusalem and
reaffirmed its centrality and the principles applicable to the situation
prevailing in the holy city. In these resolutions, the Security Council recalled
in unequivocal terms that all legislative and administrative measures and
actions taken by Israel, the occupying Power, which purport to alter the
character and status of the Holy City of Jerusalem have no legal validity and
constitute a flagrant violation of international law and a serious obstruction to
achieving peace in the Middle East. UNSC resolution 478 (1980) determined
the responsibilities of all States in this regard and stated “Decides not to
recognize the "basic law" and such other actions by Israel that, as a result of
this law, seek to alter the character and status of Jerusalem and calls upon all
Member States to accept this decision” and called on “those States that have
established diplomatic missions at Jerusalem to withdraw such missions from
the Holy City”.
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These resolutions were adopted on the basis of the UN Charter and
international law, and the cardinal principle of the illegality of acquisition of
land by force, reflecting the world's rejection of Israel's illegal policies. This
stance was further confirmed by the International Court of Justice's ruling on
the wall erected by Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East
Jerusalem. Moving the US embassy in contravention of these clear and
fundamental rules would constitute a political and legal earthquake with far
reaching and unpredictable consequences, at a time where the region is
witnessing unprecedented turmoil with global ramifications.

No peace can be brokered without Jerusalem and no solution found, and those
who act to consolidate Israel's illegal annexation of the city only drive us
away from peace and disqualify themselves from playing any role to advance
it.

Moving the US embassy to Jerusalem would constitute an act of aggression
against the Palestinian people's rights and a grave breach of international law,
and could bring us closer to the tipping point beyond which the two-State
solution based on 1967 borders can not be resuscitated. The death of the two-
State solution would change dramatically the face of the conflict and the
framework for solving it, with grave consequences for the entire region. Such
a US decision will not only harm the Palestinian people, but those it pretends
to help, as furthering colonial occupation is furthering the conflict.

We call on the incoming US administration to carefully assess the impact of
this move on the United States' image, interests and security as its role is to
best serve the interests of the American people not those of the Israeli settlers.
It is impossible to understand how such a provocative and aggressive move,
that runs counter to the positions adopted by successive Democratic and
Republican administrations for over 3 decades and to the unshakable
international consensus can have positive effects for the United States and its
interests in the region and globally.
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The US administration has to choose between abdicating to the most
extremist views of the colonial movement in Israel and its representatives in
the Israeli government or to stand its ground and work on advancing peace. It
must be clear that these two positions are mutually exclusive. President-elect
Trump must understand that this is one of the most important decisions he
will have to make as President. It will define his relationship, and by effect,
the relationship of the US under his presidency, with Palestine, the Arab
region, the Muslim world and the rest of the international community.

We also call on the relevant international institutions, on all States, and all the
freedom loving peoples across the world to mobilise to prevent such a
prospect and to defend and uphold international law. The mobilisation of the
political and moral forces of our time is more needed than ever to end the
injustice and the dispossession endured by the Palestinian people for 70 years
and the military and colonial occupation of the West Bank, including East
Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip for 50 years.

The Palestinian people have inalienable rights, including a right to self-
determination and independence, a right to freedom and dignity. They have
every intention to exercise these rights in their sovereign State, with East
Jerusalem as its capital. That is the path to peace and security for all the
peoples in the region. The alternative is conflict and Apartheid.
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