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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the level of psychological and social impact of father’s
loss among Palestinian children in the Gaza Strip. It is a comparative study between
children who lost their parents due to martyrdom, and children who lost their
parents due to another reason. This study focused on six main dimensions that are
divided into two parts: three psychological dimensions which are aggression,
anxiety and depression in addition to three social dimensions which are
compatibility, psychosocial adjustment, and social isolation.

The sample consisted of (353) children of both sexes between (12-16) years who
have experienced loss during the age of six years and above from the Gaza and
North Gaza governorates.

The researcher also made three focus groups for the mothers of the children
included in the study sample. The sample consisted of (30) mothers from the
governorates of Gaza and the northern Gaza Strip.

The researcher prepared a measure and used it after it was presented to a committee
of arbitrators and obtaining an approval on its validity in accordance with the age
category of the research sample.

The study reached the following findings:

The psychological impact level of the father’s loss as a result of martyrdom on the
children of the study sample was average in the psychological dimensions, and the
arithmetic mean for all dimensions is (3.02), and the relative weight is equal to
(60.37%).

The level of social impact of the father’s loss as a result of martyrdom on the
children of the study sample was significant in the social dimensions, and the mean
for all dimensions is (3.48), and the relative weight is equal t0.(%69.61)

The results showed that the level of psychological impact of children who lost their
parents as a result of natural death, average in the psychological dimensions, and
that the arithmetic mean for all dimensions is (2.95), the relative weight is equal to
(58.94%), and that the anxiety dimension came first with a relative weight
(68.63%) (l.e. with a high degree of approval.

It also showed that the level of social impact of children who lost their parents as a
result of natural death, is large in the social dimensions, and that the arithmetic
mean for all dimensions is (3.48), and the relative weight is equal (69.60%)
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Palestinian Health Research Council
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Developing the Palestinian health system through institutionalizing the use of information in decision making

Helsinki Commiittee

For Ethical Approval
Date: 2019/10/7 Number: PHRC/HC/612/19
Name: Huda Nehad Alsaifi gl
We would like to inform you that the aSial 7 e a8l 8 Al Ol lale asads
committee had discussed the proposal of s

your study about:

Psychosocial Impact of Father Loss on Palestinian Children in Gaza Strip "A
comparative study between the children of martyrs who lost their parents for
another reason"

The committee has decided to approve agdle jssiall iagl) o 4S8 gall )8 8
the above mentioned research. adle o)) ssiall f il P
Approval number PHRC/HC/612/19 in its
meeting on 2019/10/7

Signature
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Genral Conditions:- Specific Conditions:-

1. Valid for 2 years from the date of approval. ::

2. ltis necessary to notify the committee of any change -~ i
in the approved study protocol. “

3. The committee appreciates receiving a
copy of your final research when
completed.
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