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Israel Policy towards Education in Jerusalem city (1980-2015)
Prepared by: Hamza Al-Refach
Supervisor:Dr. Ahmad Fares Odeh

Abstract

This study aimed to shed the lights on the actions, laws and commands that have been
developed by Israel for Judaization the Education in Jerusalem. Also, it aims to identify the
differences in curricula and how they impact the students and their educational life. It also
discusses the role of the Palestinian National Authority, the Jordanian Directorate of
Awqaf, and human rights organizations in facing Israelis’ actions, laws and commands that
have been developed for the Judaization of Education in Jerusalem.

The researcher has used the descriptive approach in this study by describing the
phenomenon as it is on the ground, then he used the questionnaire to collect data in order
to obtain information. The community of the study consisted of 100 principals and their

deputies who were still on their work during the academic year 2015-2016.

The study concluded that Israel policy toward education in the city of Jerusalem (1980-
2015) came to a fair degree, this means that the Israeli policy towards education in
Jerusalem is an unwelcome policy and it is not approved by the teachers. therefore, the
teachers think that it is better that the Palestinian government take the complete
responsibility on education programs in schools in Jerusalem in general, as well as, they
assert that the deletion of historical information affects students’ information about
Palestine. Also, it appeared that the Palestinian government is not democratic toward
education in schools where Jerusalemites students are studying. the teachers also
confirmed that the government of Israel does not equalize between Jewish and Arab
students in the curricula that are being taught to them.

The results also showed that there was an impact of the different agencies that supervising
education, whereas the Palestinian curricula do not fully studied in Jerusalem schools,
except for the Ministry of the Palestinian National Authority schools, Awqaf and
UNRWA. Yet, in Sakhnin schools, municipality and Maaref schools, there is no full
teaching for the curricula, however, there are deleted materials on the history and

geography of Palestine.




The researcher recommends the need to strengthen human rights institutions and capacities
in order to work continuously to reduce the Israeli marginalization of the Arab educational
system, also they need to go to the Supreme Court of Justice in order to obtain permits to
build schools in Jerusalem, and expand them to reduce the overcrowding of students.
Moreover, they need to support, develop and train teachers to be able to deliver the
message of knowledge to students under difficult circumstances, whereas the physical
support for the teacher give them the ability to do their duty to the fullest. Also, there is a
need to find a common reference to the education sector in Jerusalem away from the
detachments and it is not required for this reference to be formal as much as to be unified
and undermine the confidence of private schools. Therefore,any coordinating framework
can be found that includes Islamic Wagqf schools and private schools, in which, this
proposal is necessary to fill the current void and to build a united, clear and strong strategy

for the education sector in Jerusalem.




